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FOREWORD 


The proceedings of the pending legislative session in New York 
may prove determinative in maintaining the professional status of the 


licensed engineer in the Empire State. 


The matters so masterfully delineated in President Steinman’s mes- 
sage are not confined to New York. Their scope embraces the United 
States. A national society has stepped back to allow the New York 
State Society (as being eminently qualified) to take the initial step in 
agitating for legislative reforms. There is not an engineering organization 
in this country which is not sponsoring or watching the activities of 
this Society. 


Whether or not it can establish a precedent by successfully met- 
amorphosing desired legislative issues into statutes depends on the united 
front that the ten or twelve thousand licensed engineers in New York State 
will present, when the time comes for aligning forces for the first skirmish 
on the legislative terrain. The time is near—the early part of 1931. 


The only means of securing full support from the engineering per- 
sonnel of the State is by keeping if informed of the objectives, efforts 
and accomplishments of the legislative committee of the Society. 


To facilitate this, as a part of its program, the Society has decided 
to publish a magazine titled, THE AMERICAN ENGINEER, a caption which 
connotes that engineering is embracive of all the phases of one great 
profession. 


THE AMERICAN ENGINEER is offered in the hope of satisfying a 
definite need. Promoting the interests of the profession and the public in 
its relations therewith has never been the primary, exclusive function of 
any periodical. 


The publication of this magazine has been undertaken with the 
strongest assurance of cooperation and assistance from many of the most 
learned and distinguished members of the profession—an earnest exem- 
plary to the rank and file of the Society. 


In stating the present limitations of engineering publications the plan 
and principles on which THE AMERICAN ENGINEER is to be conducted 


are intimated. . 
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A MESSAGE | 
FROM | 
Dr. D. B. STEINMAN — 


THE AMERICAN ENGINEER, the name of our publication, is significant, 


connoting the essential unity and solidarity of the engineering profession. 


Others may wish to emphasize the diversification of engineering into specialties 
It is for us to proclaim the fundamental unity of our profession. Whether a man 
writes C. £, ME, BE, E M, or Chem. E. after his name, he has the same 
common basic educational training, the same governing professional qualifications, the 
same method of analytical approach to technical problems, the same ideals of 
professional practice, and the same interest in the profession's problems of public 


recognition, protective legislation, and relations with other professions. 


In attacks on our profession, the statement is made that there are numerous 
varieties of engineers with wide disparity of training and qualifications. It is for us 
to correct this picture of our profession. It is true that a man may specialize in 
sanitary engineering, but he must first be a civil engineer, a man may specialize in 
radio engineering, but first must be an electrical engineer; he may specialize in heat- 
ing and ventilating engineering, but he must first be a mechanical engineer. We do 
not license any specialist unless he has the broad basic training representing his major 
branch of engineering. Moreover, the five recognized major branches of engineering 
possess common educational content of mathematics, science and elements of design. 
The trained civil engineer is not ignorant of the principles of electrical and mechanical 
design, and the electrical or mechanical engineer is not ignorant of the principles of 
structural design. An analysis of the curricula of recognized engineering schools shows 
that 65 to 75 percent of the educational training is common to students, the remain- 


ing prescribed and elective courses representing advanced and specialized training for 


their chosen careers. 


In legislative issues, we want to maintain the essential one-ness of our 
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profession. We want to resist pressure, from without, to divide our profession. Facing, 
as we do, jurisdictional controversies with other professions, we do not want to add 
to our difficulties by creating such disputes within the profession. Legally we recognize 
only one kind of engineer, and that is the licensed professional engineer. We 
maintain a high standard of qualifications for such license, much higher than the 
requirements named in the law, so that we may trust every man we license to 
perform conscientiously and safely any engineering work he undertakes. 


In our relations with other professions, we have endeavored to maintain a 
high ethical plane of mutual consideration. Where fields of activity overlapped, we 
have opposed any attempt at mutual exclusion and have proposed that any field of 
common practice shall continue to remain open to both professions. We have 
deprecated any thought toward securing advantage by depriving others of established 
rights of practice, and we have appealed for cooperative accord on a basis of 


reciprocal consideration. 


Despite our tenders and appeals for harmonious accord, other professions 
have inaugurated measures that circumscribe the legitimate field of activity for 
engineers. The necessity to take active steps to protect itself from such discriminatory 


legislation has been forced upon our profession. 


At the present moment, New York State appears to be the battle-front in the 
fight between the engineering profession and those who are endeavoring to circum- 
scribe its field of established practice. In the opinion of leading engineers and 
educators, these legislative issues constitute the most important problem before -he 


engineering ptofession today. 


The attacks from without have served to bring engineers together as never 
before in a bond of solidarity and common interest. They have served to drive home 
the value of licensing legislation and the importance of improving the laws we 


already have. 

We have real problems before us, and a well-planned legislative program to 
meet them. The only way to success is for the engineering profession to present a 
united front. We must drop minority differences on non-essentials and unite our 
forces on major objectives. Above all, we must loyally resist every attempt to divide 


our profession. In solidarity lies our strength. 


D. B. STEINMAN 
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THE NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY 
OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 


CONSTITUTION 
PREAMBLE 


Concerned With the Public Weal of the State of New York, and, 


In Order to safeguard life, health and property, by restricting the prac- 
tice of Engineering to.properly qualified persons; 


Likewise, to promote the welfare of the Engineering Profession, 
through the creation and enforcement of adequate license laws and practice 
acts; 


Also, to place the control of engineering projects within the scope of 
such laws and acts; 


_ Further, to focus public attention upon the functions, requirements and 
accomplishments of engineers; 


Withal, to sanction honorable procedure tending toward emoluments 
commensurate with the dignity and responsibility of the profession, THE 
NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, is here- 
with organized, and to such end the constitution, of which this preamble is a 


part, hereby set forth 


PROPOSED CODES OF ETHICS 
AND PRACTICE 


In the interest of the public welfare and the 
advancement of the engineering profession, 
the following Codes of Ethics and Practice are 
subscribed to by the membership of the New York 
State Society of Professional Engineers. Vio- 
lations of these Codes shall be deemed cause 
for examination of facts in accordance with 
the provisions of the Constitution and By-Laws 
of the Society and, if of sufficient gravity, may, 
upon recommendation of the Committee on 
Ethics and Practice and a three-quarters affirma- 
tive approval of the Executive Board of the Chap- 
ter of which the accused is a member, be considered 
sufficient cause for expulsion from the Chapter. 
In the absence of a Chapter the Society shall ex- 
ercise the same prerogative and follow the same 
procedure. 
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ETHICS 

A. GENERAL FRINCIPLES — The engineer 
shall recognize his duty to society, to his profes- 
sion and to himself. He shall conduct his practice 
in a manner consistent with the ideals of courtesy, 
personal -honor and the ethics of a learned 
profession. : 

B. (1) RELATIONS WITH THE PUBLIC— 
The engineer shall at all times and under all con- 
ditions seek to promote the public welfare by safe- 
guarding life, health and property. 

(2) He shall not become associated with en- 
terprises inimical to the public welfare, nor shall 
he identify himself with any project not of a legi- 
timate character. 

(3) He shall promote and assist endeavors 
to advise the public of the requirements, responsi- 
bilities and accomplishments of the profession and 
its members; but publicity detrimental to the es- 
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tablishment and recognition of engineering as a 
learned profession, or which lauds the individual 
to the disparagement of his fellow practitioners, 
tends to lower the dignity of the profession and is 
condemned. 


(4) He shall discourage indiscriminate and 
improper use of the term engineer and shall bear 
in mind that the aim of engineers should be to re- 
strict the term to those recognized by law as pro- 
fessional men. 


(5) He shall promote efforts tending to in- 
terest engineers in the humanities with a view to 
active participation in public affairs. 


C. (1) RELATIONS WITH CLIENTS AND 
EMPLOYERS—tThe engineer shall at all times ad- 
vise his client, or employer, of interests, affilia- 
tions or prejudices which might influence his 
judgment or impair the quality of his services. 


(2) He shall, to the best of his ability, 
advise his client or employer, before undertaking 
any work, of conditions or influences tending to 
defeat the purposes or objects of such work. 


(3) He shall regard as confidential, informa- 
tion or knowledge of a client’s or employer’s affairs. 


(4) He shall not, in connection with any 
particular project accept compensation, financial 
or otherwise, from any person other than client or 
employer, without consent of all interested parties. 


(5) He shall not make a practice of offering 
professional services or counsel without fee. 


D. (1) RELATIONS WITH ENGINEERS— 
The engineer shall not compete with fellow prac- 
titioners on the basis of professional charges, fees 
or other financial remuneration. 


(2) He shall not enter into competition for, 
nor attempt to secure professional work awarded 
on a basis of competitive bidding. Such practice 
is detrimental to the public welfare, degrades the 
profession and is strongly condemned. 

(3) He shall not intentionally injure the re- 
putation, prospects or business, nor shall he 
anonymously review or criticize the work, of an- 
other engineer. 


(4) The engineer shall refrain from endors- 
ing or condemning ideas, theories, processes or 
proposals of fellow practitioners, unless he is es- 
pecially qualified by reason of his experience to 
so do, and such action on his part is required be- 
cause of his business connection with clienfs, or 
because said idea, theory or proposal may be con- 
sidered dangerous or harmful to the engineering 
profession, or to the public weltare. 


(5) He shall not seek to displace a fellow 
practitioner. 

(6) He shall not seek to retain or employ 
engineers at a remuneration incommensurate with 
the service renderea. 
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(7) He shall recognize licensed practitioners 
of the State of New York as members of his pro- 
fession and shall at all times extend courtesies and 
considerations, not inconsistent with practice nor 
injurious to personal interests, to fellow engineers. 


(8) He shall render assistance and encour- 
agement to engineering students and apprentices 
and shall recognize the worth of their services. 


PRACTICE 


E. (1) The engineer is entitled to compensa- 
tion for all professional advice and service. His 
charges therefor shall conform to general practice 
and he shall not render professional services for 
rates less than those recognized or established as 
minima. 

(2) He shall retain, as personal property, all 
original plans, specifications, designs, studies, 
patents and other engineering data developed as a 
result of his work, unless an agreement to the con- 
trary has been entered into with client or employer. 


(3) He is charged with the exercise of quasi- 
judicial functions in matters of dispute and his 
position shall at all times be that of an impartial 
arbiter. 


(4) He shall recognize the limitations of his 
qualifications, and shall, where advisable, consult, 
retain or co-operate with, experts and specialists, 
whether members of his profession or otherwise. 


(5) He shall not seek to hold out the work 
of others as his own and he shall not render pro- 
fessional services to persons or groups who refuse 
to credit him with such services. 


(6) He shall assume responsibility for, and 
wherever possible shall sign, professional work 
performed by him or under his direction. 


(7) He shall bear in mind the undesirability 
and danger of rendering professional services for 
contingent fees. 


(8) He shall maintain a dignified interest in 
the affairs of the community and shall advise and 
co-operate generally with those interested in, or 
concerned with, matters of an engineering charac- 
ter which are pertinent to the public welfare. 


(9) He may establish, where and within 
limits desirable, schedules, classifications and 
other criteria for the guidance of the public or 
members of the profession. 





Most interesting and most important reports 
and histories of the Chapters of our Society 


will appear in our next issue. 


Portraits of several members will also appear. 
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WHY THE NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY 
OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 


Regulation of human activities is a sine 
qua non of civilization. Without it chaos 
would be the concomitant of communal ex- 
istence. There are of course limitations, for even 
regulation does not justify servitude. Throughout 
the ages philosophers have debated the ability of 
mankind to adequately direct itself. Regardless, 
however, of academic disputations the fact remains 
that society cannot avoid the responsibilities aris- 
ing from the gregarious instincts of human beings. 

Modern civilization, the creation of the engineer, 
has found it necessary to regulate the practices of 
persons whose activities deal with the protection 
of human life, human health, human rights and 
human property. 

Three professions, Law, Medicine and Engineer- 
ing, are primarily entrusted with the responsibility 
incidental to such activities. The elimination and 
exclusion, as matters of public welfare, of the dis- 
honest and unqualified from the practice of these 
professions are undebatable tenets. 


Law and Medicine have, for nearly two genera- 
tions, keen subject, in this State, to the regulations 
of governmental agencies. Engineering has had 
but ten years of such regulation. 

Long ago, lawyers and doctors, realizing that 
the enforcement of restrictive laws is invariably 
lax, organized amongst themselves to carry out the 
intent of legislation relating to the practice of 
their respective professions. The Bar Associations 
and Medical Societies are today quasi-public bodies 
and play an indispensable role in maintaining re- 
spect for the legal and medical professions and in 
protecting the public against incompetency, dis- 
honesty and charlatanism. That there is much 
room for improvement in the general conduct of 
the legal and medical professions is admittedly 
true, but who can question the fact that conditions 
would be chaotic were it not for the Bar and Med- 
ical Associations. The existence of a correspond- 
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ing regulatory body or society is equally essential 
to the welfare of the engineering profession. 

No calling has so many societies as engineering. 
No profession is more indebted to societies for its 
expansion than engineering. The great national 
groups are mainly responsible for the unparalleled 
development of engineering as an applied Science 
or Art. During the past 75 years their function has 
been clear cut and it is a dream whose consumma- 
tion is devoutly to be wished that one day these so- 
cieties will combine and become the great American 
Academy of Engineering. However, the strongest 
and soundest mind cannot thrive in an unhealthy 
body and there is dire need in the several states 
throughout the country of organizations concerned 
only with the professional phases of engineering; 
such as the restriction of practice, the qualification 
of candidates, the determination of requirements, 
the enactment and enforcement of laws relevant to 
the profession, the promotion of understanding be- 
tween the public and the engineer, the pro- 
tection of the engineer in his practice and 
the establishment of an appreciation of his 
services to the community. These matters are 
outside, rather than within, the field of activity 
of existing engineering societies and indicate the 
need and justification for an organization such as 
the New York State Society of Professional En- 
gineers, the preamble of whose constitution sets 
forth its aims and purposes. 

The developments of the past few years have 
proven that, not only is there justification for such 
a society, but in addition thereto, the tendencies 
of humanity plus the trend of the times have made 
it imperative. A great philosopher once said, “If 
God did not exist men would have had to create 
Him” and if the New York State Society were not 
already a fact the engineers of this State would be 
compelled to organize to protect themselves from 


(Continued on page 24) 
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THE FALL MEETING IN ROCHESTER 


THE Fall meeting of the New York State Society 
of Professional Engineers was held at the Hotel 
Seneca, Rochester, New York, on September 23rd 
and 24th, 1930. This was the first state-wide gath- 
ering held outside of New’ York. The aitendance 
was representative, every chapter, and almost 
every large city, engineering society and tech- 
nological school was in evidence. All of those 
attending participated in the activities of the 
convention. 

The city of Rochester officially extended its hos- 
pitality and co-operation through its officials, its 
press, the Chamber of Commerce and the Roches- 
ter Engineering Society and the Monroe County 
Chapter of this Society. President Marvin of the 
Monroe Chapter as well as the chairmen of the 
several committees, deserves the commendation of 
the Society for the success of the meeting. 

Dr. David B. Steinman, president of the Society, 
emphasized the need for unity in the profession in 
his opening address. He illustrated his remarks 
by telling of the veto of a bill by the Governor, on 
the grounds that it was opposed by a group of en- 
gineers. After adjournment the rest of the day 
was given to committee affairs and to sightseeing. 

The meeting reconvened on the morning of the 
twenty-fourth, President Steinman taking the 
chair. 

The report of the Committee on the Code of 
Ethics and Practice was presented by Chairman 
Sheridan, who pointed out that it was prepared 
with the idea of making it a strictly professional 
code for the guidance of engineers in this state. 
Following some discussion the following Resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted: 

RESOLUTION 
ADOPTING CODES OF ETHICS 
AND PRACTICE 

Whereas, there is urgent need for an instru- 
ment which shall serve as a criterion in matters 
pertaining to the practice of the profession of en- 
gineering and the conduct of its members within 
the State of New York, and 

Whereas, such an instrument is essential to 
and must precede the promulgation of rules of 
practice and conduct by the several Chapters of 
this Society, and * 

Whereas, there has been prepared and pre- 
sented to the Officers, Directors and Chapters of 
the Society a Code of Ethics and a Code of 
Practice, and 

Whereas, such codes have been recommended 
to the membership for approval by the Executive 
Board, therefore be it 

Resolved, that New York State Society of 
Professional Engineers does, through the mem- 
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bership in regular meeting assembled on Septem- 
ber 24th, 1930, in the City of Rochester, hereby 
adopt the said Codes of Ethics and Practice to- 
gether with the preamble and addenda thereto. 

Dr. Steinman presented the subject of qualifica- 
tions and examination of applicants for license. 
Professor Krefeld of Columbia University, Dean 
Mitchell of Syracuse University and Professor 
Sawdon of Cornell University, expressed approval 
of any efforts to increase educational qualifica- 
tions. The following Resolution, presented by Mr. 
Sheridan and amended by Mr. Holz, was unani- 
mously adopted: 


RESOLUTION 
REQUESTING BOARD OF LICENSING TO SET UP 
REQUIREMENTS FOR EXAMINATION OF 
APPLICANTS 

Whereas, the Engineering profession in this 
State has suffered from criticism and attack be- 
cause of an omission of specific educational re- 
quirements in the law regulating the practice 
of engineering, and 

Whereas, wherever practicable the determination 
of qualification to practice engineering should in- 
clude a written examination of a candidate’s 
knowledge, and 

Whereas, the written examination is the stan- 
dard method adopted by all other professions to 
determine an applicant’s qualifications, and 

Whereas, under the existing law the Board of 
Licensing for Engineers and Surveyors is em- 
powered under sections 1453 and 1457 to set up 
rules and regulations not inconsistent with the law 
and to examine candidates, and 

Whereas, the establishment of a definite criterion 
which shall apply to all applicants, except certain 
persons engaged in practice when the law became 
effective, is essential to the maintenance and en- 
forcement of the act, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the New York State Society of 
Professional Engineers, together with representa- 
tives of Engineering Societies and Schools, in 
meeting assembled on September 24th, 1930, in the 
City of Rochester, does hereby recommend to the 
State Board of Licensing that it set up the require- 
ments of examination for candidates who apply for 
licenses to practice and that in so doing it consider 
the proposals incorporated in the suggestions of 
Dr. D. B. Steinman entitled “Licensing of Profes- 
sional Engineers and Land Surveyors in the State 
of New York.” 

Mr. McKenna, Chairman of the Special Com- 
mittee, reported on the proposed endorsement and 
revisions of the recommended uniform registration 
law for Professional Engineers and Land Sur- 
veyors. The following Resolution, presented by 


11 THE AMERICAN ENGINEER 





T 








R 


Mr. Sheridan and amended by Mr. Chapman, was 
unanimously adopted: 
RESOLUTION 
RELEVANT TO PROPOSED UNIFORM LAW 


Whereas, legislation pertaining to the practice 
of engineering varies in the several states of the 
nation, and 

Whereas, there is urgent need of and justifica- 
tion for such uniformity of state laws as will per- 
mit engineers to practice without prejudice in the 
several states, and 

Whereas, the New York State Society is par- 
ticularly concerned with legislation relevant to en- 
gineers and engineering practice and has studied, 
advocated and promoted such legislation for the 
past two years, and 

Whereas, certain of the proposals in the Uniform 
Law suggested by national agencies are in contra- 
diction with the definite and well established 
policies of the Society, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the New York State Society of 
Professional Engineers does hereby endorse in 
principle the suggested Uniform Law and recom- 
mends to the national agencies above noted certain 
important modifications thereto, and be it further 

Resolved, That this Society recommends es- 
pecially that requirements of education and ex- 
perience be made alike and definite throughout the 
United States, and that the general provisions rela- 
tive to administration and enforcement be suffi- 
ciently elastic to conform with the diversified gov- 
ernmental machinery of the respective states. 

The following two Resolutions, presented by Mr. 
Sheridan, received some discussion, after which 
they were both unanimously adopted. 


RESOLUTION 
RELEVANT TO CHANGE OF NAME OF SOCIETY 

Whereas, the profession of engineering is com- 
prehensive of all sub-divisions or branches 
thereof, and 

Whereas, this Society proposes to consolidate 
all branches of the profession under a common 
term, and 

Whereas, the present name of the Society is un- 
wieldy and indicates a division of the profession, 
and 

Whereas, the Executive Board has recommended 
that the Society be known as the New York State 
Society of Professional Engineers, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the membership in regular meet- 
ing assembled on September 24th, 1930, in the City 
of Rochester, does record itself as favoring the said 
change in name, and be it also 

Resolved, That the said change in name shall in 
no manner be prejudicial to the membership of the 
Society, and be it further 

Resolved, That the proposed change be submitted 
in conformity with the requirements of the Con- 
stitution to the membership of the Society for its 
approval or rejection. 
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RESOLUTION 
APPROVING INCORPORATION 

Whereas, the Executive Board of the New York 
State Society of Professional Engineers has re- 
commended that the Society be incorporated, and 

Whereas, the Society is composed of Chapters 
holding Charters from a parent body, and 

Whereas, the activities and policies of these 
Chapters must not be in contravention with those 
of the Society, nor unwarrantedly involve the 
Society, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the membership in regular meet- 
ing assembled on September 24th, 1930, in the City 
of Rochester, does hereby approve the proposal of 
the Executive Board and authorizes, subject to the 
use of the name “New York State Society of Pro- 
fessional Engineers,” the said Board to incorporate 
the Society, and be it further 

Resolved, That in view of the parental relation- 
ship between Society and Chapters the said 
Chapters shall not incorporate. 

Mr. Chapman, Chairman of the Legislative Com- 
mittee, reported on the proposed legislative pro- 
gram. It was proposed to present a bill for the 
Multiple Dwelling Law enabling engineers to file 
plans for multiple dwellings. The following bills 
amending the Engineer’s Law will also be 
introduced: 

A law to clarify the definition of an engineer 
(similar to the California Law) which enumer- 
ates the work done by engineers; a bill to increase 
the educational requirements, and a bill to alter the 
administrative machinery sought. by the Board of 
Education in an attempt to bring all the laws of 
professions pertaining to professions under similar 
administrative conditions. 

‘The following resolution in regard to legislative 
action for 1931 was unanimously adopted: 


RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING LEGISLATIVE ACTION FOR 1931 

Whereas, the necessity for remedial and pro- 
gressive legislation in the interest of the public and 
of the profession is recognized by engineers gen- 
erally, and 

Whereas, the New York State Society has 
for several years promoted efforts in that di- 
rection, and 

Whereas, the legislative committee of the So- 
ciety has in all instances acted judiciously and with 
proper consideration of the responsibility devolving 
upon it, therefore be it 

Resolved, that the Society does hereby express 
confidence in and authorize the committee to take 
such steps and pursue such policy as may be 
deemed proper during the year 1931. 

RESOLUTION 

APPROVING ACTION OF DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

RELEVANT TO ELIMINATION OF ADVERTISING SIGNS 

Whereas, the Department of Public Works of 


(Continued on page 16) 
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AN APPEAL TO 





ENGINEERING SOCIETIES 


In preparation for the winter legislative cam- 
paign, we are writing to invite you to name 
one or more representatives of your organiza- 
tion to join in the councils and efforts of a Joint 
Committee on Legislation on behalf of the engi- 
neering profession in New York State. 

At the last session of the Legislature, our efforts 
for the enactment of constructive and corrective 
measures were handicapped by the difficulty of 
presenting a united front for the multiplicity of 
engineering organizations as contrasted with the 
obvious solidarity of the architectural profession 
which opposed us on all measures. After over- 
coming this opposition, our measures were vetoed 
by the Governor on the ground that engineers did 
not seem agreed on what they wanted. 

The only way to success is for the engineering 
profession to present a united front. We must drop 
minority differences on non-essentials and unite 
our forces on the major objectives. 

Our major objectives for the coming session of 
the Legislature are the enactment of measures: 

1. To amend the Multiple Dwellings Law so as to 
remove the present discrimination against the 
right of qualified engineers to design and file plans 
for buildings. 

2. To amend the Engineers License Law so as to 
correct existing deficiencies of definition which per- 
mit adversely discriminative interpretation. 

3. To amend the Engineers License Law so as to 
raise the present grossly inadequate and prejudi- 
cial statement of qualification requirements to a 
standard that will more adequately represent the 
actual qualification standards of our profession. 

The drafting of these measures and the plans 
for their enactment are now in the hands of our 
Legislative Committee under the able chairmanship 
of Arnold G. Chapman of Albany. At the recent 


LECISLATION-1931 


Among the resolutions adopted at the Rochester 
Convention, was one expressing confidence in the 
Legislative Committee and authorizing it to pro- 
pose desirable and oppose inimical legislation. F 


The legislative program has not yet been com- 
pleted. Arnold Chapman (whose services to the 
Society warrant the commendation of all members) 
outlined the method that would be adopted and 
stressed the advantages of separate bills for each 
proposed change in present laws. This plan is con- 
sidered most efficacious in facilitating the passage 
of some necessary amendments to existing 
legislation. 
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convention held at Rochester, attended by repre- 
sentatives of a number of leading engineering or- 
ganizations, these plans were fully discussed and a 
vote of confidence in the past activities and future 
program of this Committee was passed unanimous- 
ly. A list of the present personnel is appended for’ 
your information. 

We are now inviting all of the engineering or- 
ganizations in the State to name representatives to 
join our Legislative Committee in a Joint Com- 
mittee on Legislation for the most effective united 
effort. This plan already has the endorsement and 
co-operation of the New York Section of the Amer- 
ican Society of Civil Engineers and other repre- 
sentative organizations. 

Your prompt response, naming one or more 
members to represent your organization on this 
Legislative Committee, is earnestly requested. 

Faithfully yours, 
NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY OF 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 
By DR. D. B. STEINMAN, 
President. 
PRESENT PERSONNEL OF LEGISLATIVE 
COMMITTEE 
ARNOLD G. CHAPMAN, Chairman 
Albany 
Wo. F.. KAVANAUGH, H. G. BALCcom, 
Syracuse New York 
HAROLD G. RICE, JOSEPH BARNETT, 
Rome Bronxville 
JOHN C. RIEDEL, WILLIAM W. BRUSH, 
Brooklyn New York 
ARTHUR V. SHERIDAN, GEORGE C. DIEHL, 
New York Buffalo 
JOHN M. WEISS, SIGMUND FIRESTONE, 
New York Rochester 
* RAPHAEL J. SMYTH, Bronx 


The American Society of Civil Engineers has de- 
cided to give its active consideration to the pro- 
posed measures, and that body, together with all 
other societies and interested groups, will be asked 
to co-operate. The Rochester Engineering Society 
explained, through Mr. Ancona, its attitude toward 
remedial legislation in substantiation of its position 
in last year’s proposed legislation. 

It is hoped that a unanimity of opinion will en- 
able engineers throughout this state to assert 
themselves at the propitious time. Until then, the 
engineers in New York State are urged to have 
confidence in the Executive Board and the Legis- 
lative Committee. 
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THE MULTIPLE 
DWELLING ACT 


The Multiple Dwelling Act, effective in 1929, and 
which prevents engineers from filing plans in con- 
nection with a building intended to house people, 
deprives the engineer of parity with the architect 
and owner, and takes from him his right as a pro- 
fessional man, guaranteed by the engineers prac- 
tice act, which recognizes his practice of the past 
as a qualification for the future. The Metropolitan 
Conference comprising representation from the 
New York, Kings, Bronx, Queens, Richmond, 
Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Chapters, en- 
gaged counsel and tested the constitutionality of 
the Act. Justice Mullan upheld the law. The 
Court of Appeals sustained Judge Mullan. 

Engineers who studied the problem and the de- 
cisions, were still of the opinion that the Section 
300 of the law known as the Multiple Dwelling Act 
takes from the engineer rights guaranteed him 
under the Constitution of the United States. 

At a conference held in New York last A.ugust, 
attended by representatives from half a dozen 
engineering societies, it was the unanimous 
opinion that the matter should ke carried to the 
United States Supreme Court. The details and ob- 
ligations involved were beyond the scope of that 
gathering, but the Metropolitan Conference acting 
upon the expression of opinion, decided to carry on 
and counsel applied for a writ of review. This the 
United States Court refused and the law must 
stand until amended. Two Societies, the Brooklyn 


Engineers’ Club and the Municipal Engineers’ So- 
ciety, voted substantial contributions to help defray 
the expense. To these, this Society acknowledges 
its gratitude as it does to the others, particularly 
the New York Section of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers, who have so generously aided the 
Metropolitan Conference in its efforts to protect 
the rights of engineers. 

An Act that deprives so important a calling as 
engineering of its rightful field of endeavor and its 
service to the public cannot survive. It may take 
time but eventually right, aided by public neces- 
sity, will overcome the selfish efforts of a group 
that seeks to create a monopoly in the field of 
building construction. One wonders what might 
happen if electrical, mechanical, civil and other 
engineers refused their services in connection with 
building construction. 

It is of interest and concern for all engineers to 
kear in mind that the Multiple Dwelling Act while 
mandatory in the City of New York only, is op- 
tional in any City, Town or Village of the State 
if the governing body of that political subdivision 
decides to invoke it. 

This legislation was enacted because of the in- 
difference of engineers. Now it is difficult to over- 
come. An ounce of prevention would have pre- 
vented many pounds of effort, worry and money, 
expended to cure an ailment that should never 
have existed. 


MEETING OF NATIONAL COUNCIL 


The eleventh annual convention of the National 
Council of State Boards of Engineering Examiners 
was held at Richmond, Virginia, on October twen- 
tieth and twenty-first. The principle subjects of 
discussion were: the proposed uniform registration 
law; inter-state license reciprocity; examination of 
applicants, and the committee report on codifica- 
tion of laws concerning engineers and architects. 
Sixteen states were represented. Mr. T. Keith 
Legare of South Carolina was elected president and 
Dr. David B. Steinman, vice-president. 

The principle of a uniform registration law was 
approved and the form of the proposed act ac- 
cepted as a basis for legislation, subject to amend- 
ments and changes necessary to conform to con- 
ditions and requirements in the various states. 

The necessity of standardized requirements was 
emphasized as a result of the discussion on inter- 


state reciprocal licensing. 
Uniformity again presented itself while the 
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question of examination of candidates was heiny 
considered. Dr. Steinman was appointed chairman 
of a special committee to report on standardization 
of examinations. 

The committee on codification revealed that 
twenty-seven states, three territories and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, in the United States, and seven 
of the nine Canadian provinces have license laws. 
Some states have one law for Engineering and 
Architecture, some, separate laws, and others, lack- 
ing engineering laws, regulate only surveying. 

The states represented were, Arkansas, Cali- 
fornia, Florida, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, New 
York, North Carolina, Oregon, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia and Wyoming. 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, which have not yet 
joined the council, were officially represented. 
New York’s representatives were President David 
B. Steinman and Mr. Roy G. Finch. 

The next annual meeting of the Council will be 
held in Detroit. BEaO 
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A MESSAGE TO THE CHAPTERS 


To the County Chapters of the New York 
State Society of Professional Engineers 


To THE COUNTY CHAPTERS OF THE N. Y. STATE 
SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS: 


At our recent Society Convention held at Ro- 
chester September 23-24, it was voted unanimously 
that the Chapters be urged to organize active 
committees to check up on violations of the Engi- 
neers License Law. This will constitute a most 
appropriate and effective Chapter activity. There 
is no other agency set up in this State to do this 
important work. 

County Medical Societies have for years been 
performing a similar function for their profession. 
Unlicensed encroachment on medical practice is 
promptly challenged by the County organization. 
Even the use of the title “Doctor” by anyone who 
is not a licensed physician evokes a courteous in- 
quiry backed by an investigation. 

Our License Law cannot attain its full effective- 
ness unless adequate measures are taken to enforce 
respect for the Law. 

It is therefore urged that each Chapter of the 
New York State Society of Professional Engineers 
organize a strong and active Chapter Committee 
for the express function of checking up on viola- 
tions and enforcing respect for the License Law. 
A suggested name for this Committee is “The 
Legal and Grievance Committee.” 

The following is an illustrative list of directions 
of activity for this Committee in each Chapter: 


1. Check lists of names designated or class- 
ified as Engineers (Civil, Mechanical, Con- 
sulting, etc.) or Surveyors, in telephone 
books or other directories, with the current 
roster of Licensed Professional Engineers 
and Land Surveyors. 

2. Check advertisements, professional 
cards, office signs and letter-heads against 
the annual roster of licensees, to detect un- 
licensed persons who are offering to prac- 
tice engineering or surveying or who are 
misusing our professional title. 

3. Check names of men in engineering or- 
ganizations, both public and private, against 
the annual roster of licensees, to detect any 
who are doing responsible engineering 
work without a license. 

4. Address a courteous letter to any man 
who is apparently violating the license law, 
calling his attention to the provisions of the 
law, and inviting his explanation. 

5. Report all persisting violations to the 
prosecuting officials of the County for legal 
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action or to the officers of the State Society 
for corrective measures. 

6. Co-operate with the State License Board 
by furnishing confidential reports on worthy 
or unworthy candidates for license, or on 
any evidence of misrepresentation in license 
applications and endorsements. 

7. Report to the State License Board any 
case warranting revocation of license for in- 
competence or unprofessional conduct, and 
assist the Board by collecting the necessary 
evidence against the offender. 

8. Investigate all complaints of discrimin- 
ation against licensed engineers and survey- 
ors, and take proper measures to secure cor- 
rection from public officials or others re- 
sponsible, enlisting the backing of the State 
Society where necessary. 

9. Bring the pertinent provisions of the 
License Law to the attention of commis- 
sions, appointive officials, and heads of or- 
ganizations employing engineers, in such 
manner as to secure improved understand- 
ing, compliance, and co-operation. 

10. Invite the Chapter members to co-oper- 
ate with the committee by reporting viola- 
tions of the law and any conditions requir- 
ing corrective action. 

11. Enlist local newspaper co-operation in 
the direction of educating the public on the 
pertinent provisions and purposes of the 
License Law. 

12. Report activities and accomplishment to 
the State Society. Such reports will be 
helpful and stimulating to other Chapters 
and will be a welcome addition to the 
records of the Society. 


Other correlated activities will suggest them- 
selves to individual Chapters and their Legal and 
Grievance Committees. 

County Chapters already having such Commit- 
tees organized may find in the foregoing list some 
helpful suggestions for stimulating or amplifying 
the scope of activity. 

The officers of the State Society will be glad to 
receive an acknowledgment of this communication 
with a statement of what the Chapter has done in 
the past and proposes to do henceforth along the 
lines of activity herein indicated. 


Faithfully yours, 


D. B. STEINMAN, 
President. 
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PROPOSED UNIFORM 


LICENSE LAW 


The proposed uniform law, sponsored by the 
American Society of Civil Engineers and other 
national agencies received endorsement as to its 
aims at the Rochester meeting. However, the 
document proposed contained so many poirts at 
variance with the policy of this Society that no 
complete approval could be given. With all defer- 
ence to those who prepared the instrument it 
seems to have missed the objective for which it 
was drawn; viz; to promote reciprocity and uni- 
formity and to facilitate the work of engineers 
whose practices carry them beyond the confines of 
any one State. 

The sole proposition upon which a uniform law 
can be predicated is the establishment of similar 
requirements of knowledge and experience. An 
engineer, in any part of the world, should possess 
the same mental equipment so far as knowledge 
of the sciences is concerned. A bridge, a power 
plant, a chemical operation or an electrical install- 
ation requires the same applications of mathe- 
matics, physics and chemistry whether it be in 
Patagonia or the United States. The essential re- 
quirement for reciprocity is equal qualifications for 
practitioners. The administration and enforce- 
ment of the law are matters for each country and 
state to decide for itself. The machinery for con- 
ducting business and enforcing the laws differs in 
every state and is a matter for the state and the 
profession within that state to concern itself with. 

As a suggestion for a model the special com- 
mittee appointed by President Steinman recom- 
mended to the national agencies a number of mod- 
ifications which could bring it in general accord 
with the legislative proposals of this Society. 

The omission of any requirement. of education 
or of any specified examination to determine the 
knowledge of the principles of engineering 
possessed by a candidate is in the judgment 
of this Society a serious oversight. To leave 
to the judgment of any board the determination by 
such means as it sees fit, will provide as many de- 
grees of qualification as there are states possessing 
licensed laws and will prevent rather than promote 
reciprocity. 

The proposed draft exempts firms, partnerships, 
municipalities, corporations, joint stock associa- 
tions and public service corporations if such or- 
ganizations have one licensed engineer in charge. 
One wonders if it would not have been easier to 
specify who is not exempted. A few private prac- 
titioners only, would require licenses; surely the 
sponsors of the proposal did not dwell at length on 
the result of such legislation. It would mean 
nothing and serve no purpose. Not five percent of 
the profession would require legislation. 
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The present law in this State requires that de- 
signs, estimates and specifications be made by and 
the construction supervised by licensed engineers. 
The proposed act would substitute, “under the di- 
rection of,” for, “made by,” a decidedly retrogres- 
sive step. The New York State Society further 
recommends that citizenship or a declaration of 
intention be a basic requirement for registration. 
However, permits for specific projects could be 
granted to foreign and other engineers of eminence. 
This would entitle eminent engineers to practice in 
connection with any particular project, but only 
for its duration. Such permission to practice 
can be renewed but only a citizen can be licensed 
or registered. 

This is considerably more lenient than the pro- 
visions of the legal, medical or architectural prac- 
tice acts and still complies in spirit with the re- 
cent declaration of the Honorable Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Governor of this State, to the effect that 
it is a fundamental duty of the State to consider 
and protect its citizens who bear its burdens before 
extending consideration to aliens. The Governor 
directed that this spirit be strictly adhered to on 
all public works. 

Other recommendations of minor importance 
were also included in the report which was pre- 
pared by the Committee consisting of E. A. 
McKenna, President of Queens County Chapter, 
Chairman; Raphael J. Smyth, President of Bronx 
County Chapter; F. H. Zurmuhlen, Jr., President 
of Richmond County Chapter; Jay Downer, Chief 
Engineer of the Bronx River Parkway Commission, 
and Arthur V. Sheridan, Past President of the 
Society. 


THE FALL MEETING IN ROCHESTER 


(Continued from page 11) 


the State of New York has been striving to pre- 
vent the despoilment and desecration of public 
property by opposing the erection of unsightly and 
incongruous mediums of advertising, and 

Whereas, the existence of such signs has for 
many years marred the rural scenery adjacent to 
centers of population, and 

Whereas, such unsightliness is an offense against 
the good taste of a modern civilized people, there- 
fore be it 

Resolved, That the New York State Society of 
Professional Engineers condemns such means of 
advertising, recommends the discontinuance there- 
of by imposing taxes, and commends the said De- 
partment of Public Works for its efforts in con- 
nection therewith. 





(Continued on page 23) 
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EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES | 


FOR LICENSES 


The lack of a definite criterion by which to qual- 
ify applicants for the practice of professional en- 
gineering is the cause of the disadvantageous po- 
sition in which the profession in this State at 
present finds itself. 

The law neglected to make mandatory a written 
examination and the Board has never invoked its 
prerogative of requiring it through the inclusion of 
the same in its rules, which when approved 
by the Regents, become an instrument of great 
importance. 

There appears to have been a lack of uniform 
opinion regarding the intent of the law. Careful 
reading combined with a common sense born of 
the application of other practice acts, would seem, 
to one engineer at least, to remove this lack of 
unanimity of interpretation or understanding. 

The law says in Section 1457, that any person 
possessed of four years’ experience of an accept- 
able character, 21 years of age and of good repute, 
is eligible to apply for a license. It also states six 
or more years’ engagement in professional engi- 
neering work, one of which shall have been in re- 
sponsible charge, shall be regarded as prima face 
evidence that the applicant is fully qualified. 


The law became effective August 1, 1923. Any 
person in responsible charge since that date, ex- 
cept those covered by exemption clauses, is as- 
sumed to have been licensed. To have practised 
without a license is to have violated the law. Con- 
sequently only those in responsible charge for at 
least one year on or before August 1, 1923, is en- 
titled to be licensed under the mandatory provi- 
sions of Section 1457, or the so-called “grandfather 
clause,” unless such responsibility was required 
outside the State of New York. This latter means 
of qualifying is scarcely fair to residents of this 
State. However, it is the law, whether right or 
wrong. 

Applicants who did not have responsible charge 
in 1923 or whose careers have begun since that 
time must qualify before the Board under such 
rules and regulations as the Board may adopt. 
The attempt has been made by the same Board to 
be considerate and ‘lenient in order not to injure 
the future of applicants. 

The time has arrived, however, when it becomes 
necessary to pursue the policy of all professional 
boards and require candidates to pass written ex- 
aminations to indicate that they possess the scien- 
tific knowledge which underlies the practice of the 
profession of engineering. 

As a result of the failure of the Engineers’ 
License Act to specifically note the requirements 
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of examination, severe criticism has been directed 
at engineering practitioners by members of a 
sister profession, who pointed with pride to the 
educational requirements of their law. 

For several years this Society has sought to have 
the Engineers’ Board require a written examina- 
tion for all applicants not in responsible practice 
in 1923. Written examination may not be the best 
criterion of a candidate’s qualifications, but to date 
no better method has been found and the system 
is universal whether it be in the school, in the civil 
service or in other phases of society’s activities. 
At least it removes the most common ground of 
complaint against individual judgment. 

Not even a Moses could be expected to judge 
with impassiveness or from a fixed standard or cri- 
terion. It is foolish to maintain that the integrity 
of the occupant or occupants of any office is suffi- 
cient guarantee that absolute justice prevails. The 
occupants are not permanent whereas the office is 
and regardless of tenure of office or of life the 
occupants, were they the acme of zeal, honor and 
ability, are none the less human and to quote 
Alexander Pope—‘“To err is human.” 

Again there must be established means of qual- 
ification for those who did not have responsible 
charge of work in 1923, and who, if they have had 
such responsibility without a license since that 
date, have violated the intent of the law. A cri- 
terion must be established so that the future en- 
zZineer may know what is before him in the same 
manner as the future lawyer and doctor knows. 

Finally, the welfare of the profession demands 
that something be done to answer the criticisms 
of other callings and to define the sphere and pro- 
vince of engineering. The establishment of the 
scope of knowledge which is to be comprehended 
by professional engineering is of vital concern to 
educational institutions. It is to the Board which 
represents the people and the profession of this 
State that the engineering school must turn. The 
profession should recommend to and counsel the 
school. The school cannot direct the engineering 
profession any more than the schools of law and 
medicine direct those professions. The curricula 
of the schools can be made uniform, serviceable 
and effective when the requirements for a license 
to practice the profession have been established. 

At its meeting in Albany, September 27th, the 
Engineers’ License Board adopted a rule setting up 
the requirements of examination for candidates. 
The proposed examination covers a period of four 
days, three of which are concerned with a broad 
genera] knowledge of science and of the several 

(Continued on page 23) 
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THE 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER 


OF THE 


NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY OF 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 


extends its hearty congratulations 
and best wishes to its colleagues 


and to their new publication 


THE AMERICAN ENGINEER 


OFFICERS 

ESEEe G., TE ones i ee et SE President 
ee Ry ee. i ee tr ier Sarees Vice-President 
W. FREDERICK WELSCH ................... Executive Secretary 
pp we Fe yy Cr ae re ese Recording Secretary 
ST: PN 8a RS Se peed ha OE vee HEN ees Treasurer 

DIRECTORS 
ARTHUR BONIFACE CHARLES H. SELLS 
ARTHUR G. HAYDEN CHRIS J. SHERIDAN 
FRANCIS J. LAVERTY T. KENNARD THOMSON 
CHARLES MacDONALD HAROLD W. WATT 
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With Hearty Good Wishes 


to every member of our Society 
for a Happy New Year, and to our 


new publication 


THE AMERICAN ENGINEER 


DP 


KINGS COUNTY CHAPTER 


OF THE 


NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY OF 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 


OFFICERS 
RR ee ER Ewe aw we He President 
SMU URI is cris Soa c ce eee’ Vice-President 
I nd rs SG kd ae os ov one ve p 6 be dns Secretary 
Be oy Soe 5 Se US 0 0 ean te Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 
THE OFFICERS AND 


COL. ROBERT S. ALLYN FREDERICK L. HOUGH, Jr. 
CHARLES W. BURKE | CHARLES R. WARD 
ROYAL W. GILKEY OTTO CLAUSSNER 

LOUIS G. NIEMAN | DR. ERICH B. HAUSSMANN 
FREDERICK L. CRANFORD PHILIP P. FARLEY 

JOHN C. RIEDEL HENRY J. KOLB 
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Greetings 


from the most southern chapter in the 
state, a chapter that has sixty percent 
of the. licensed engineers in Richmond 


County on its membership roster. 


RICHMOND COUNTY CHAPTER 


OF THE 


NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY OF 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 


D 
OFFICERS 
BRIDE 2L. DAUR, DB ake in eevee is President 
WALTER, $2 PICT © oo 650s. ase okie nies oe ee Vice-President 
JOHN RADER ... pe we oo eae aan aie ne Secretary 
JOBE E C. TAFE NU ose es ke ces Sede on vad as Treasurer 
DIRECTORS 
WILLIAM V. BARNES HERMAN W. ORDEMAN 
VICTOR H. REICHELT JAMES A. PIETSCH 
GEORGE K. NORTH ROBERT WERNER 
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As nineteen-thirty departs this passing show, 

The stripling year ahead, we greet with pleasure. 
May nineteen-thirty-one’s cargo overflow 

For all good friends whose happiness we treasure 
With satisfaction, good will’s gracious glow 

And’ cooperation in fullest measure. 


To THE AMERICAN ENGINEER, we ex- 
tend our hand in hearty welcome and 
wish it long life and prosperity. 
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cE a ee Treasurer 


+ DIRECTORS + 


WALTER E. ADDICKS WILLIAM M. HUSSON 

JOSIAH A. BRIGGS JOHN H. KNIGHT 

HOWARD W. DANFIELD WILLIAM F. QUIRK 

JOSEPH O. ECKERSLEY CHARLES SCHAEFFER, Jr. 
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THIS FESTIVE SEASON 


prompts us to extend to our 
colleagues our heartfelt wishes 
for a 


Happy New Year 


and to our new_ publication, 


THE AMERICAN ENGINEER 


our sincere wishes for success 


and prosperity. 
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As nineteen-thirty departs this passing show, 

The stripling year ahead, we greet with pleasure. 
May _ nineteen-thirty-one’s cargo overflow 

For all good friends whose happiness we treasure 
With satisfaction, good will’s gracious glow 

And’ cooperation in fullest measure. 


To THE AMERICAN ENGINEER, we e2- 
tend our hand in hearty welcome and 
wish it long life and prosperity. 
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prompts us to extend to our 
colleagues our heartfelt wishes 
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Happy New Year 


and to our new_ publication, 


THE AMERICAN ENGINEER 
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THE NEW YEAR 


EDGAR A. McKENNA, President 
J. FRANKLIN PERRINE, First Vice-President 
JAMES J. DEEHAN, Second Vice-President 


RICHARD A. FIESEL 
CHARLES 8S. STRATTON 
EDWARD J. FLANAGAN 


QUEENS 





so soon to dawn, is fraught with hope for the men in our profession. That 
these hopes may find abundant fruition in the twelve months to come, and 
that the year 1931 may bring the best of good luck to the thousands of 
readers of THE AMERICAN ENGINEER is our sincere and earnest wish. 
Here’s to you new friend! And to our colleagues. 


A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


OFFICERS 


DIRECTORS 


WILLIAM H, PARRY 
HERBERT VAN DOREN 
BERNARD F. FOX 
ALBERT C. WHITEHEAD 


COUNTY CHAPTER 


NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY OF 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 


CHARLES W. McINENLY, Treasurer 
WILBUR A. MELLNY, Executive Secretary 
ARTHUR LOWE, Financial Secretary 


EDMUND P. RAMSEY 
WILLIAM H. BERTRAM 
WILLIAM UNGER 








EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES 


(Continued from page 17) 
branches of engineering. The fourth day is de- 
voted to an elective branch of the profession. 
The Board has taken a real forward step and 
while there are details to be considered, the estab- 
lishment of the scope of examination which will 
be the criterion of the future engineer’s knowledge 
deserves the commendation of the profession in 
this State. It is hoped that the new ruling will 
soon become public information and applicable to 
all candidates for licenses. To the Board the 
Society extends congratulations. The future en- 
gineer knows what is expected of him. 





FALL MEETING IN ROCHESTER 


(Continued from page 16) 

Mr. Sheridan, in the absence of the Chairman of 
Pubilicity Committee, reported on the proposed 
publication which would be handled by a private 
concern under the strict supervision of the 
Society. 

Mr. McKenna, in the absence of the Chairman of 
the Emblem Committee, reported on work which 
had been done along these lines. 

A discussion regarding moving the permanent 
headquarters of the Society to Albany followed, 
after which Mr. Sheridan moved that the president 


appoint a committee of five, three from up-state 


and two from the metropolitan area, to discuss this 
subject and report at the next meeting of the So- 
ciety. The motion was duly seconded and unani- 
mously passed. 
The following resolutions were then presented to 
the Convention and unanimously adopted: 
RESOLUTION 
ACKNOWLEDGING AID OF ENGINEERING SOCIETIES 
AND SCHOOLS 
Whereas, the several engineering schools and 
engineering societies within the State have co- 
operated with the Society by participating in its 
Celiberations, and 
Whereas, the said schools and societies have 
contributed to its conclusions pertaining to legis- 
lation, to licensing, to codes and to public rela- 
tions, therefore be it 
Resolved, That the New York State Society of 
Professional Engineers does hereby record its sin- 
cere appreciation thereof, and does further 
Resolve, That expression of the same in writing, 
be sent to the participating institutions and 
associations. 
RESOLUTION 
TO THE CITY OF ROCHESTER 
Whereas, the City of Rochester, through its pub- 
lic officials, civic leaders, and citizens, has extended 
every consideration and courtesy, and 
Whereas, the Chamber of Commerce, the Ro- 


___(Continued on page 25) 
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The Albert Pipe Supply Company 


INCORPORATED 


Extends the season’s greetings to the 

New York State Society of Professional 

Engineers but does not limit its well wishes 
to Christmas. 


ALBERT PIPE SUPPLY CO., Inc. 
BERRY & NORTH 13th STREETS 
BROOKLYN NEW YORK 





LAYNE-NEW YORK CO,, 


Gravel Filter Type Wells and Electric 
Drive Turbine Pumping Units for 
Industries and Municipalities. 


30 CHURCH ST. NEW YORK CITY 





DIE CASTINGS 
by ALLIED 


The die casting process as 
practised by Allied produces 
in a few major operations, 
parts and products that for- 
merly required many hand- 
lings and complicated as- 
semblies. 


This elimination of costly op- 
erations results not only in 
increased production but also 
in greatly reduced costs for 
manufacturers. 


ALLIED DIE CASTING 
CORPORATION 


LONG ISLAND CITY NEW YORK 
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WHY THE NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY 


(Continued from page 10) 


the encroachments of other regulated groups and 
professions. 

Medicine is beginning to question the propriety 
of the engineer’s practice in matters of sanitation 
and chemistry; law is concerning itself to the ex- 
tent of seeking to eliminate engineers from patent 
matters, property rights, and conservation and use 
of natural resources; accountancy has already 
suggested that cost data, amortizations, deprecia- 
tions and financing in general should be considered 
as without the province of engineering. 

Architecture has succeeded in arrogating to it- 
self the practice of engineering if the same per- 
tains to apartments, hotels, clubs and other dwell- 
ing structures in the City of New York. Such mat- 
ters as foundations, structural steel, reinforced con- 
crete, mechanical and electrical equipment and 
apparatus, sanitation, light, heat, power, water, 
and refrigeration are termed architecture when 
concerned with buildings, regardless of magnitude, 
if the same house people. But for the vigorous ac- 
tivity of this Society, seconded by the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, every structure in this 
State erected on private property, either above or 
below the earth, would have become the exclusive 
province of architects. 

The New York State Society does not profess 
either the qualification or the wish to determine 
the provinces of other professions, but will stren- 
uously oppose attempts of those who with selfish 
motives seek to capitalize, at the expense of the 
public and the engineering profession, upon legis- 
lation intended for the welfare of the people of the 
State of New York. 

Eternal vigilance is the price of a heritage which 
must be maintained if engineering is to survive as 
a learned and comprehensive profession. It is as 
truly one profession comprising many branches as 
are law and medicine, with their many ramifica- 
tions. Only recognition of this premise can place 
it in its proper category amongst human callings. 
Only a Society that recognizes no classes, divisions 
or castes can hope to unite the profession. This 
hope the New York State Society professes as a 
definite objective. . 

All engineers licensed under the laws of the 
State of New York, who profess a love for the 
calling and a desire to see it recognized by the 
public whom it serves, are urged to lend themselves 
to the preservation and promotion of engineering 
as a learned profession and the protection of its 
members in their practices, by joining the Society. 

To all other professions and societies, without 
exception, it extends a greeting and with charity 
toward all and with malice toward none, THE 
AMERICAN ENGINEER takes its place as a messen- 
ger to the public, to the press and to the profes- 
sion which it seeks to serve. 


ARTHUR V. SHERIDAN, Past President. 
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In presenting the TRIANGLE LITHO PRINT process 
to the professional world, some few years ago, 
it was thoroughly understood that absolute pre- 
cision in all its branches of the work had to pre- 
vail; it was this co-ordination of the entire 
process that finally convinced many of the largest 
engineering organizations of the _ superiority 


of TRIANGLE LITHO PRINT COMPANY'S products. 


The reproduction of tracings is an art in itself. 
Our Litho Prints are perfectly sharp, distinct, 
having clean cut, jet black ink lines, with the finest 
of detail. For permanent recording they are un- 
excelled,—the lines will not rub off. 


The finest materials are used in making our 
Litho Prints :— 

Tracing cloth—plain Imperial or pencil Imperial. 

Triangle Improved waterrroof tracing cloth. 


Linaura cloth; photo vellum cloth. 


Paper—thin, medium, or heavy; tracing paper. 


Drawing Papers; cardboards. 


Items frequently lithoprinted: — Reference 
sheets, Mechanical drawings and layouts, Tax 
Maps—assessments of town, city, county or state, 
Typewritten sheets of any description, Systematiz- 
ing sheets, Posters, Power house wiring layouts, 


Advertising layouts, Steamship deck plans, Auto- 


mobile route maps, State highway maps, Govern- 


ment and state topographical maps, Power house 
maintenance charts and forms, Mechanical and 
engineering drawings of every description. 


Samples and Prices on Request 


* 


TRIANGLE LITHO PRINT CO.,, INC. 
20 SPRUCE STREET 


Bet. William and Nassau Sts. New York, N. Y. 


Telephone: BEekman 3-7682 
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FALL MEETING IN ROCHESTER 


(Continued from page 23 

chester Engineering Society, the Monroe County 
Chapter, and in particular the press of the city, 
have materially contributed to the success of this, 
the first meeting of the Society held outside the 
City of New York, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the New York State Society of 
Professional Engineers does hereby acknowledge 
the co-operation extended and does also record its 
gratitude to the people, the officials, the press and 
the associations of Rochester. 

Two proposals were tabled; one to select an em- 
blem for the Society and another to approve of 
super qualifications for both engineers and archi- 
tects engaged in the design of buildings of 
magnitude. 

Such meetings as that held in Rochester are of 
inestimable value to the Society, and to the pro- 
motion of the professional and public welfare. 

The publicity accorded by the press was most 
encouraging and the results of the meeting are 
certain to manifest themselves ere the winter 
gathering of the Society. Where is it going to be? 
Has anyone heard Albany mentioned? Please page 
William R. Davis, Arncld Chapman, Harry Hayes, 
Roy Finch et al. With legislation pending and 
recollections of 1930 in mind a bid from Albany 
would be sure to receive consideration. 


ALBERT C. WHITEHEAD, 
7 QUEENS. " CHAPTER 


ALLIED DIE CASTING CORP. 
LONG ISLAND CITY NEW YORK 


SECURITIES 


that offer the highest yield consistent with 


SAFETY 


For the professional man—the woman—the 
business man who prefers safe investment to prob- 
lematical profit. We suggest that you permit us to 
advise and diversify your investments. 








The capable judgment of specialists is at your 
service to help you choose the securities of well- 
established organizations with a record of success 
and substantial background. 


Write for our “Diversification Plan” for safe in- 
vestment. 


MARTIN WEISS CO. 
32 BROADWAY NEW YORK CITY 
Digby 4-7162 
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LETTERING GUIDES 


will reduce the cost of your lettering and improve the appearance of your maps and drawings. 
Illustrated literature with prices will be sent on request 


THE WOOD-REGAN INSTRUMENT CO., Inc. 


SOUTH ORANGE NEW JERSEY 














Atlantic Hardware & Equipment 


Corporation 


We are more than appreciative of the generous patron- 
age given us by the Professional Engineers and further, 


the spirit of co-operation, which they have extended to us 
throughout the year. 


Heavy Hardware. Equipment and Supplies 


For Contractors, Builders, Mills and Railroads 


456 Broome St. Tel. CANal 6035 New York City 




















“Five story building entirely electric 
welded both shop and field con- 
nections. Sixty per cent of material 
was shipped directly from the mill 


and fabricated at the building site.” 


The Leake and Nelson Company 


shatters <4 GENERAL 


203 ASH STREET 
BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 
Tel. Noble 3600 


INCORPORATED 


CONSULTING AND CONTRACTING WELDING ENGINEERS 
Specializing in Bridge Repairs 


NEW YORK OFFICE: 
GRAND CENTRAL 
TERMINAL 
ROOM 1845 
Tel. Murray Hill 7187 











More Than Fifty Years of Experience Goes Into All 
EDDY Hydrants and Valves 


BUILT TO MEET EVERY EXACTING REQUIREMENT OF WATER WORKS SERVICE 


Practical water works men instantly recognize the superior features of Eddy 
products. For instance, with the hydrant. 





Type of 
Eddy Hydrant 
Popularly 
Used. 


Write for 
Catalogue 


A damaged valve can be replaced in afew 
minutes— 

Water hammer is avoided by the valve closing 
against the pressure and the use of the cut-off 
under the valve, which. gradually closes it— 
Stems can not be bent in closing the hydrant. 


Nothing can lodge on the valve seat to prevent 
closing of the valve— 


OTHER EDDY PRODUCTS 


The. Eddy line of water works 
products also inciudes horizontal 
and vertical check valves, foot 
valves, hydraulically operated 
valves, indicator posts, etc. 

All goods made by the Eddy 
Valve Company are manufac- 
tured exclusively at Waterford, 
New York. 


EDDY VALVE COMPANY 


WATERFORD, N. Y., U.S. A: 


THE EDDY VALVE, TOO 


Has its distinctive and individual features. 
The double disk gates are free to adjust 
themselves in different positions every time 
the valve is.closed, thereby keeping smooth 
and tight faees. And two bronze hooks on 
the ball loosely é¢figage with the gates to 
prevent them from spreading at the top 
The center bearing gates are forced to their 
seats with equal pressure at all points. 
There is a good deal more worth kflowing 
about Eddy’ Valves. 

Further details will be sent for the asking. 


The Drip Rod can be removed without interfer- 
ing with the hydrant in any manner— 

The position of the stem of the hydrant indi- 
cates accurately the position of the valve— 
Whatever can pass the valve opening will pass 
the standpipe— 

No frost case necessary— 

All of these points are explained thoroughly in 
our catalogue, which will pay you to study. 

















